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pushed himself Into the first rank of the oligarchic caste
which surrounded the Emperor. To attain this end he
did not hesitate to make use of his position as Grand
Treasurer of the Empire, and it was no secret that,
in order to force the doors of certain ultra-exclusive
salons of St. Petersburg, he employed a golden key, in
the form of loans and State subsidies to personages of
social prominence who happened to be afflicted with
pecuniary troubles.
Count Witte's enemies have charged him with being
venal, and have cited facts and figures in support of their
accusations, but I have never believed them to be true;
he always seemed to me to place much greater import-
ance on the honours of official position than on money.
He left power without any evidence of having acquired
a great fortune, and, in order not to lose his chances of
returning to office, he declined offers that were made by
one of the greatest financial establishments of Russia,
and would have assured him a most brilliant position
from a pecuniary point of view, but would have been
incompatible with his remaining a member, on the
Emperor's appointment, of the Council of the Empire,
by virtue of which he had access to the Court and
belonged to the official world.
The facts related in the foregoing pages explain my
assertion that the character of Count Witte was not
always equal to his intellectual gifts; but, at the same
time, he possessed certain traits that were extremely
sympathetic and attractive. He was a faithful and
devoted friend, and inspired the warmest friendships in
return. His devotion to the memory of the Emperor
Alexander III. was almost passionate in its fervour, and
lie preserved for the Sovereign who had distinguished
and elevated him to power a pious gratitude. He